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1. Clarity of Purpose & Understanding of the Task 

Exemplary: 
The student demonstrates a precise, complete understanding of the task or problem. The 
purpose is articulated clearly, with no ambiguity, and all key elements of the prompt are 
fully addressed. 

 

2. Depth of Analysis 

Exemplary: 
The student provides a deeply reasoned, insightful analysis that goes beyond surface-level 
explanation. Identifies patterns, relationships, and underlying principles with 
sophistication. 

 

3. Use of Evidence 

Exemplary: 
Evidence is highly relevant, accurate, specific, and well-integrated. The student selects the 
strongest possible evidence and explains clearly how each piece supports their reasoning. 

 

4. Evaluation of Alternatives & Counterarguments 

Exemplary: 
The student anticipates, evaluates, and responds to multiple perspectives or 
counterarguments with nuance and fairness. Demonstrates strong ability to weigh 
alternatives and justify choices. 

 

5. Reasoning & Logical Coherence 

Exemplary: 
Arguments are logically structured, with each claim backed by strong reasoning. There are 
no gaps or inconsistencies; the thinking is cohesive, rigorous, and compelling. 

 

6. Decision-Making Under Constraints 
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Exemplary: 
The student shows excellent judgment when navigating constraints (time, resources, 
tradeoffs). Provides a well-justified conclusion that reflects balanced, evidence-based 
evaluation. 

 

7. Creativity & Original Insight 

Exemplary: 
The student presents original ideas, innovative solutions, or novel connections that elevate 
the work. Shows intellectual curiosity and unique thinking that goes beyond expected 
responses. 

 

8. Reflection on Process 

Exemplary: 
The student thoughtfully explains their reasoning process, choices, and revisions. 
Demonstrates metacognitive awareness and meaningful learning from the task. 

 

9. Contextual Integration (Local, Personal, or Situational) 

Exemplary: 
The student seamlessly incorporates contextual or personal elements (class events, local 
issues, lived experience) that enrich the argument and demonstrate authentic, grounded 
thinking. 

 

10. Communication & Presentation of Ideas 

Exemplary: 
Ideas are presented with clarity, precision, and purpose. Writing (or speaking) is engaging, 
well-organized, free of errors, and enhances the strength of the reasoning. 
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